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Date: 9/4/2014 
To: Superintendent Page and Board of Directors 
From: Tim Garrison, Director of Teaching and Learning 
Re: Credit for Competency 
 
As requested by the board of directors, the attached report provides an overview of 
background and regulations surrounding the issue of Credit for Competency.  
 
Depending on the scale of a Credit for Competency system, significant amounts of 
foundational work would need to occur including: 

 Goal setting and alignment with district strategic plan 

 Gathering stakeholder input 

 Researching best practices 

 Analysis of student achievement data 

 Consideration of unintended consequences – (initial considerations are outlined 
in this report) 

 Development of policy, procedures and systems 
 
Based on this report, the school board may direct any next steps, including work 
towards proposals for policy and implementation.     
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Background: 
  
A NKSD Board Report on May 26th 2011 examined credit for competency in PE/health. A survey of other 
districts was included. This was an extensive report, with great information, but did not scratch the 
surface in terms of detailed processes that would need to be in place to implement a competency 
based program in even this one curriculuar area. 
 
Credit for competency is an extremely complex issue, and is closely linked and commonly confused 
with waivers and equivalencies. Each subject area, and indeed each course would need separate 
examination. Many of the values behind the idea of credit for competency are well-intentioned and 
student-centered. The reality of implementation would have many predicted and unpredicted impacts 
on the district and our students.  
 
“(The) provision allowing competency based credit has existed for many years, however, very few 
districts implemented a policy. Part of a district’s challenge is determining the knowledge, skills and 
abilities that demonstrate achievement, and identifying the measurements necessary to determine if 
students meet the standards.” 
From attached article, WSSDA Policy News 2010 
 
 
 
Revelant Regulations/ State Guidance:  

 
 
WAC 180-51-003 
Intent of graduation requirements. 

(1) The state board of education is responsible for establishing minimum high school graduation 
requirements that appropriately balance: 

(a) Statewide public expectations for all graduating students; 
(b) High, meaningful, and fair requirements every student can meet; 
(c) The unique characteristics of and differing resources among all school districts and high schools 

in Washington; and 
(d) Recognition that some students' educational plans may not include college or may include 

application for admission to a postsecondary institution one year or more after being granted a high 
school diploma. 

(2) In order to support the continuing refinement of the standards and performance-based system 
of education, encourage and facilitate local innovation, and realize the vision under WAC 180-51-001, 
it is the intent of the state board of education to enact changes that will: 

(a) Align the statewide minimum high school graduation requirements with the goal of the basic 
education act under RCW 28A.150.210 and the mission of the common school system under WAC 392-
400-210; 

(b) Allow districts the optional discretion to define and award high school credit based on 
demonstrated performance that is not tied to a state minimum number of hours of instruction or 
instructional activities; 

(c) Assure that the essential academic learning requirements developed under RCW 28A.655.070(2) 
are taught in the high school curriculum; 

(d) Assure that students are aware of the connection between their education and possible career 
opportunities as referenced in RCW 28A.150.210(4) and WAC 392-415-090; and 

(e) Assure that students are provided the opportunity to effectively prepare for the secondary 
Washington assessment of student learning and earn the certificate of academic achievement required 
under RCW 28A.655.061(2) recognizing that the certificate of academic achievement, along with other 
state and local requirements, represents attainment of the knowledge and skills that are necessary for 
high school graduation. 

(3) It is the state board's view that the creative development and application of integrated 
curriculum within existing resources will significantly facilitate the implementation of the graduation 
requirements under WAC 180-51-061. The board strongly encourages districts to: 

http://app.leg.wa.gov/Wac/default.aspx?cite=180-51-001
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=28A.150.210
http://app.leg.wa.gov/Wac/default.aspx?cite=392-400-210
http://app.leg.wa.gov/Wac/default.aspx?cite=392-400-210
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=28A.655.070
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=28A.150.210
http://app.leg.wa.gov/Wac/default.aspx?cite=392-415-090
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=28A.655.061
http://app.leg.wa.gov/Wac/default.aspx?cite=180-51-061
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(a) Implement curriculum that includes courses that incorporate the best applied, theoretical, 

academic or vocational features as authorized under RCW 28A.230.010; 
(b) Emphasize the integration of academic and vocational education in educational pathways as 

required under RCW 28A.655.060 (3)(c); and 
(c) Consider using the model curriculum integrating vocational and academic education as it is 

developed by the superintendent of public instruction under RCW 28A.300.235. 
Possible Implications/Relevance: Districts are allowed to award high school credit based on 
proficiency/competency. The other sections in this code help describe the complexity of awarding this 
credit, given the many other intents of graduation requirements. 

 
WAC 180-51-050  
High school credit—Definition. 

As used in this chapter the term "high school credit" shall mean: 
(1) Grades nine through twelve or the equivalent of a four-year high school program, or as 

otherwise provided in RCW 28A.230.090(4): 
(a) Successful completion, as defined by written district policy, of courses taught to the state's 

essential academic learning requirements (learning standards). If there are no state-adopted learning 
standards for a subject, the local governing board, or its designee, shall determine learning standards 
for the successful completion of that subject; or 

(b) Satisfactory demonstration by a student of proficiency/competency, as defined by written 
district policy, of the state's essential academic learning requirements (learning standards). 

(2) College and university course work. At the college or university level, five quarter or three 
semester hours shall equal 1.0 high school credit: Provided, That for the purpose of this subsection, 
"college and university course work" means course work that generally is designated 100 level or above 
by the college or university. 

(3) Community/technical college high school completion program - Diploma awarded by 
community/technical colleges. Five quarter or three semester hours of community/technical college 
high school completion course work shall equal 1.0 high school credit: Provided, That for purposes of 
awarding equivalency credit under this subsection, college and university high school completion 
course work includes course work that is designated below the 100 level by the college and the course 
work is developmental education at grade levels nine through twelve or the equivalent of a four-year 
high school program. (See also WAC 180-51-053) 

(4) Community/technical college high school completion program - Diploma awarded by school 
district. A minimum of .5 and a maximum of 1.0 high school credit may be awarded for every five 
quarter or three semester hours of community/technical college high school completion course work: 
Provided, That for purposes of awarding equivalency credit under this subsection, college and 
university high school completion course work includes course work that is designated below the 100 
level by the college and the course work is developmental education at grade levels nine through 
twelve or the equivalent of a four-year high school program. (See also WAC 180-51-053) 

(5) Each high school district board of directors shall adopt a written policy for determining the 
awarding of equivalency credit authorized under subsection (4) of this section. The policy shall apply 
uniformly to all high schools in the district. 

(6) Each high school district board of directors shall adopt a written policy regarding the 
recognition and acceptance of earned credits. The policy shall apply to all high schools in the district. 
The policy may include reliance on the professional judgment of the building principal or designee in 
determining whether or not a credit meets the district's standards for recognition and acceptance of a 
credit. The policy shall include an appeal procedure to the district if it includes reliance on the 
professional judgment of the building principal or designee. 

(7) A student must first obtain a written release from their school district to enroll in a high school 
completion program under subsection (3) of this section if the student has not reached age eighteen or 
whose class has not graduated. 
Possible Implications/Relevance: If credit is awarded, the district must have a written policy and the 
student must demonstrate proficiency in the standards for the course. 

 
 

http://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=28A.230.010
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=28A.655.060
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=28A.300.235
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=28A.230.090
http://app.leg.wa.gov/Wac/default.aspx?cite=180-51-053
http://app.leg.wa.gov/Wac/default.aspx?cite=180-51-053
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WSSDA 
Policy 2409 – in NKSD, currently decribes only world languages, however WSSDA states that “This policy 
is designed for competency/proficiency credit in world languages, however, a district can expand the 
policy to multiple subjects.” 
 
State Board of Education, from FAQs on “Credit” 

Is there a uniform state policy on how each district should define a credit? 

Districts can base their definition on criteria they stipulate in policy, such as: 

 Earning a passing grade according to the district’s grading policy; and/or  

 Demonstrating competency/proficiency/mastery of content standards as determined by the 
district; and/or  

 Successfully completing an established number of hours of planned instructional activities 
defined by the district. 

Other School District Policies (2409) 

 Bellingham, Washougal, Sedro Wooley, Highline, Bainbridge: Policy 2409 pertains only to World 
Languages (same as NKSD currently) 

 Bellevue, Kent: Without specifying which subjects, state that credit can be issued for 
competency. Bellevue: “…(credit my be granted for competency in) other subjects as course 
materials, proficiency assessments and district resources allow. 

 Seattle: “additional subjects may be added to this policy based on guidance by the State Board 
of Education or OSPI.” 

 Everett, Federal Way: Policy 2409 focuses on equivalency and waiver of prerequisits, not 
credit. 

 Bremerton, Central Kitsap, South Kitsap: Have not adopted policy 2409 as yet. 
 
Possible Impacts 

 Budget 

 Graduation Rate 

 Enrollment 

 Culture/Tradition/Community 

 Staffing 

 Curriculum/Assessment 
 
Summary 
  
It is allowable for a district to grant credit for competency. Implementing in a prudent manner which 
benefits students and the district is the challenge. There may be good examples of how it can be done 
from a few other districts, but most districts are awaiting more definitive guidance before moving 
ahead. 

 






